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International Property Alerts    ●    Portugal Buyer’s Guide

Welcome to the UAE Buyers
Guide, your comprehensive
resource for navigating the
dynamic real estate market of the
United Arab Emirates. Whether
you're an investor seeking high
rental yields, an expatriate looking
for a long-term residence, or a
homeowner searching for the
perfect property, this guide will
equip you with the essential
knowledge to make informed
decisions.

The UAE has established itself as a
global property hotspot, boasting
world-class infrastructure,
business-friendly regulations, and
a tax-free environment. From the
luxurious waterfront properties of
Dubai to the cultural and family-
friendly neighborhoods of Abu
Dhabi, the country offers a diverse
range of real estate opportunities
catering to various lifestyles and
investment goals.

What makes the UAE real estate
market unique?

100% Foreign Ownership
No Property Tax
High Rental Yields
Residency Benefits
Strategic Global Location

This guide will walk you through
the best areas to invest in, the
buying process, ongoing costs, and
key investment insights. Whether
you're purchasing a home for
personal use or seeking an
income-generating asset, the UAE
offers exceptional real estate
opportunities in one of the most
forward-thinking nations in the
world.
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Downtown Dubai – The beating heart of Dubai,
home to the iconic Burj Khalifa, the world’s largest
shopping mall (Dubai Mall), and an unparalleled
lifestyle of luxury. Live in ultra-modern high-rises
with breathtaking skyline views, indulge in fine
dining, and experience world-class entertainment
at your doorstep.

Dubai Marina – A breathtaking waterfront district
where luxury meets leisure. Enjoy stunning high-
rise apartments with panoramic marina views,
private yacht berths, a buzzing nightlife, and direct
access to The Walk at JBR, featuring upscale
restaurants, shops, and vibrant beachfront living.

Palm Jumeirah – A man-made island paradise,
offering exclusive beachfront villas and ultra-
luxurious apartments with unmatched sea views.
Residents enjoy private beaches, five-star resorts,
fine dining, and an elite community designed for
those who appreciate the ultimate in coastal living.

Business Bay – Dubai’s financial and business hub,
perfect for professionals and investors. High-end
residential towers, stunning canal views, and
proximity to Downtown Dubai make it a prime
choice for those seeking a sophisticated urban
lifestyle with excellent investment potential.

Dubai Hills Estate – A master-planned golf
community offering lush green landscapes,
modern villas, and high-end apartments. Perfect
for families, this area combines scenic beauty, top-
tier schools, and luxury retail options at Dubai Hills
Mall, with easy access to central Dubai.

Jumeirah Village Circle (JVC) – One of Dubai’s
fastest-growing communities, offering affordable
luxury living. With spacious townhouses, modern
apartments, landscaped parks, and community
centers, JVC is ideal for families and young
professionals looking for a balance between city life
and tranquility.

Meydan & MBR City – Home to Dubai’s grandest
mansions, premium villas, and modern urban
retreats. This prestigious community features
world-class equestrian facilities, championship golf
courses, and the world-famous Meydan
Racecourse. Ideal for those seeking privacy,
exclusivity, and luxury.

Emirates Living (The Springs, The Meadows, The
Lakes) – A green, gated villa community offering
serene lake views, family-friendly parks, and tree-
lined streets. Designed for those who appreciate a
suburban lifestyle within the city, it provides
peaceful surroundings, top schools, and premium
leisure facilities.

Downtown Dubai
Modern 1-2 Bedroom Apartments: AED 1.8M – AED 3.5M
Luxury 3-4 Bedroom Penthouses: AED 6M – AED 15M+

High-End Villas & Sky Mansions: AED 15M – AED 100M+

Rest of Dubai (Average Pricing Across Key Areas)
Modern 1-2 Bedroom Apartments: AED 1.2M – AED 3M
 Luxury Villas & Mansions: AED 2M – AED 2M – AED 30M

Dubai is a global real estate hotspot known for its iconic skyline, luxury developments, and high rental yields.
It offers a diverse range of properties, from ultra-modern apartments to waterfront villas and golf course
estates.
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Saadiyat Island – Abu Dhabi’s cultural and
beachfront haven, offering stunning waterfront
villas and luxury apartments. Home to Louvre Abu
Dhabi, Saadiyat Beach Golf Club, and pristine white
sand beaches, this area provides an unparalleled
resort-style lifestyle for those who value exclusivity
and serenity.

Yas Island – A dynamic entertainment hub
featuring theme parks, luxury hotels, waterfront
residences, and a world-class marina. Whether you
enjoy the thrill of Ferrari World, the excitement of
Yas Marina Circuit, or the relaxing beaches, Yas
Island combines adventure with high-end living. It
is ideal for families, young professionals, and
investors looking for properties with high rental
demand.

Al Reem Island – A modern waterfront district
offering stunning high-rise apartments with
panoramic sea and city views. Connected to the
city center and featuring premium shopping,
dining, and leisure options, Al Reem Island is
perfect for urban professionals and investors
seeking strong rental returns and luxury living.

Al Raha Beach – An upscale beachfront
community where luxury meets tranquility.
Offering private beach access, elegant townhouses,
and high-end apartments, Al Raha Beach is ideal
for families and those who appreciate waterfront
serenity with close proximity to the city.

Corniche Area – The heart of Abu Dhabi, known for
its breathtaking skyline, seafront promenade, and
premium residences. With access to top-tier
dining, parks, and entertainment, this area is
perfect for those who desire a cosmopolitan
lifestyle with a touch of relaxation.

Masdar City – A pioneering sustainable
development, ideal for eco-conscious investors and
homebuyers. Featuring energy-efficient homes,
green spaces, and futuristic urban planning,
Masdar City is perfect for those who want to live in
harmony with nature while enjoying modern
conveniences.

Saadiyat Island
Luxury 1-2 Bedroom Apartments: AED 2M – AED 4M
High-End 3-4 Bedroom Villas: AED 6M – AED 15M
Ultra-Luxury Beachfront Mansions: AED 20M – AED 100M+

Rest of Abu Dhabi (Average Pricing Across Key Areas)
Apartments & Villas:  AED 900K – AED 10M

As the capital of the UAE, Abu Dhabi offers a unique blend of cultural heritage, modern luxury, and
waterfront living. Known for its spacious residences, premium infrastructure, and world-class lifestyle
offerings, Abu Dhabi is a prime destination for those seeking a high-quality living experience in a
sophisticated setting.
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Choose a Property

Identify the right location, property type, and
budget based on your needs. Whether you're
looking for a luxury villa, an apartment, or a
townhouse, understanding the market and
available options is crucial.
Engage with a trusted real estate agent who
specializes in the area of interest to gain market
insights, negotiate better deals, and ensure
smooth transactions.
Conduct property viewings to assess the
condition, amenities, and overall suitability of
the unit.

Sign a Sales Agreement (Memorandum of
Understanding - MOU)

Once a property is selected, both the buyer and
seller sign a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU), which outlines the terms and conditions
of the sale.
A deposit (typically 10% of the property price) is
paid to secure the deal. This deposit is often
non-refundable if the buyer backs out without
valid reason.
The MOU is signed in the presence of a RERA-
registered real estate agent and typically
notarized at the Dubai Land Department or
respective authorities in Abu Dhabi.

Secure Financing (If Applicable)
If purchasing with a mortgage, the buyer must
obtain pre-approval from a UAE bank before
finalizing the purchase.
Mortgage eligibility depends on income, credit
score, and residency status. Non-residents can
access financing, but loan-to-value (LTV) ratios
may be lower.
The bank will conduct a property valuation to
ensure the loan amount aligns with market
value.

Transfer Ownership
The final step involves the full payment of the
property price (or mortgage disbursement)
before the official transfer of ownership.
Both parties must visit the Dubai Land
Department (DLD) or Abu Dhabi Department of
Municipalities and Transport (DMT) to complete
the transfer.
The buyer must pay registration fees
(approximately 4% of the property value in
Dubai and 2% in Abu Dhabi) along with admin
charges.
Once all payments are settled, the property title
deed is officially transferred to the buyer.

Receive Title Deed
The buyer is issued a title deed, which serves as
official proof of ownership.
If the property is in a leasehold area, a long-
term lease agreement is registered instead.
The new owner can now move in, lease out, or
resell the property as per their preference.

Buying & Living in the UAE

Buying Process: 
Purchasing property in the UAE is a structured and efficient process, with clear legal requirements designed
to protect buyers and sellers. Below is a detailed step-by-step breakdown of the buying journey:
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Preparation
Before making an offer on a property, buyers
should:
 ✔ Appoint a real estate agent licensed by the
Dubai Land Department (DLD) or Abu Dhabi
Department of Municipalities and Transport (DMT).
 ✔ Hire a property lawyer to handle due diligence
and review legal contracts.
 ✔ Obtain a UAE tax identification number (if
applicable).
 ✔ Open a UAE bank account if financing is
required.
 ✔ Secure a mortgage pre-approval if purchasing
with financing.
In Dubai and Abu Dhabi, foreigners can buy
freehold property in designated areas, while some
emirates only allow leasehold ownership for
expatriates.

Reservation Stage
Once you’ve identified a property and negotiated
an offer, the next step is to reserve the unit by
signing a reservation agreement.
✔ This document confirms the agreed purchase
price and reservation period.
 ✔ Buyers typically pay a reservation fee of AED
20,000 – AED 50,000, depending on the property
value.
 ✔ This deposit is often non-refundable, unless
otherwise agreed.
At this stage, the seller provides necessary
documentation, including:
 ✔ Title Deed (proving legal ownership).
 ✔ No Objection Certificate (NOC) (if purchasing
from a developer).
 ✔ Service charge clearance letter (confirming no
outstanding fees).
Your lawyer will conduct due diligence by verifying:
 ✔ The property’s ownership and legal status.
 ✔ The existence of any outstanding mortgages,
service fees, or legal disputes.
If everything is in order, the transaction moves to
the sales agreement stage.

Signing the Sales Agreement (MOU –
Memorandum of Understanding)
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), also
known as Form F in Dubai, is a legally binding
contract that outlines the terms and conditions of
the sale.
✔ This document is signed by both the buyer and
the seller at a trustee office.
 ✔ A deposit of 10% of the purchase price is
required (this is held in escrow).
 ✔ The buyer and seller must present valid
Emirates IDs or passports.
 ✔ If financing is involved, the bank must approve
the property valuation before the sale proceeds.
Once the MOU is signed, the buyer is legally
committed to purchasing the property. If the buyer
backs out, they may forfeit their deposit, while if
the seller cancels, they may be liable to pay
compensation.

Buying Process, Legal & Costs 

Purchasing property in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a straightforward and well-regulated process.
Whether you’re a first-time buyer or an experienced investor, understanding the legal steps, required
documents, and associated costs will ensure a smooth transaction. Unlike some countries, the UAE does not
require buyers to engage a notary public, but it is highly recommended to work with a real estate lawyer to
oversee the process and protect your interests.

Transfer & Completion
The final step is the transfer of ownership, which
occurs at the Dubai Land Department (DLD) or
Abu Dhabi Department of Municipalities and
Transport (DMT).
✔ The buyer must pay the remaining balance of
the property price.
 ✔ The seller must clear any existing mortgages
before the transfer can take place.
 ✔ Both parties must attend the DLD/DMT trustee
office to sign the final transfer documents.
 ✔ The buyer pays transfer fees, registration
charges, and any remaining service fees.
Once all payments are completed, the Title Deed is
issued in the buyer’s name, officially confirming
ownership.

Buying Costs in the UAE
Unlike other global markets, the UAE does not
impose property tax on real estate purchases.
However, buyers should budget for the one-time
transaction costs that apply to all property
purchases.
✔ Property Transfer Fee:

Dubai: 4% of the property price (paid to the
Dubai Land Department).
Abu Dhabi: 2% of the property price.

✔ Registration Fee:
AED 2,000 for properties under AED 500,000.
AED 4,000 for properties above AED 500,000.

✔ Trustee Office Fee:
AED 2,000 – AED 5,000 for property registration
services.

✔ Real Estate Agent Commission:
Typically 2% of the purchase price.

✔ Mortgage Fees (if applicable):
Mortgage registration fee: 0.25% of loan value.
Bank valuation fee: AED 2,500 – AED 3,500.

✔ NOC Fee (if buying from a developer):
AED 500 – AED 5,000 (depending on the
project).

✔ Service Charges & Maintenance Fees:
Varies by property size and location, typically
ranging from AED 10 – AED 30 per sq. ft. per
year.

Additional Considerations
✔ If buying off-plan, the property developer may
require a payment plan, with installments spread
across construction milestones.
 ✔ For resale properties, the buyer is responsible
for ensuring all outstanding service fees and
utilities are settled before transfer.
 ✔ Power of Attorney (POA) can be granted to a
lawyer or agent to handle the purchase on behalf
of the buyer.
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Service Charges & Maintenance Fees
Charged by developers and homeowners'
associations for the upkeep of common areas,
security, and facilities.
Fees vary based on property type and location,
typically ranging from AED 10 to AED 30 per sq.
ft. annually.
High-end developments with luxury amenities
(pools, gyms, concierge services) will have
higher fees.

Utilities (Electricity, Water, Cooling, Internet)
Electricity & water are managed by DEWA
(Dubai Electricity & Water Authority) and ADDC
(Abu Dhabi Distribution Company).
Monthly costs depend on property size and
usage, averaging AED 500 – AED 2,500 per
month.
District cooling (Empower, Tabreed, etc.) is an
additional cost in some communities, ranging
from AED 500 – AED 1,500 per month.
Internet and TV packages from providers like
Etisalat and Du typically cost AED 300 – AED
600 per month.

Home Insurance
Not mandatory but highly recommended.
Covers damage, theft, and liability.
Annual premiums range from AED 1,000 – AED
5,000 depending on coverage.

Property Management Fees (If Renting Out)
If the property is leased, owners may choose a
property management company to handle
tenants, maintenance, and paperwork.
Typically 5% – 10% of annual rental income.

Annual Municipality Tax (Housing Fee in Dubai &
Abu Dhabi)

Dubai: 5% of annual rental value (for tenants
and owners who live in their property).
Abu Dhabi: No housing fee for owners, but
tenants pay 5% of rental value.

Buying & Living 

Ongoing Costs - Owning a property in the UAE comes with a set of ongoing costs that buyers should
consider to ensure financial planning is in place. Below is a breakdown of typical expenses associated with
property ownership:

Mortgage Payments (If Applicable)
Monthly payments vary based on loan amount,
interest rates, and tenure.
UAE mortgage interest rates range from 3% –
5% annually.

Sinking Fund Contributions
A reserve fund for major repairs and
renovations in shared developments.
Collected by developers or owners’ associations
and varies per project.

Landscaping & Pool Maintenance (For Villas)
Villas with private gardens and pools require
additional maintenance.
Pool cleaning costs AED 300 – AED 800 per
month.
Garden maintenance costs AED 500 – AED
2,000 per month, depending on size

Pest Control
Common in villa communities and some
apartment buildings.
Costs range from AED 300 – AED 1,500 per year.

Community & Security Fees
Some gated communities charge additional
security or access control fees.
Typically included in service charges, but
standalone fees may apply in premium
developments.

These costs vary by location, property type, and
lifestyle preferences, so buyers should budget
accordingly to maintain their investment
efficiently.
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1. Exchange Rate Fluctuations
If your home currency fluctuates against the
USD/AED, timing your transactions can
significantly impact the final purchase cost.
If your currency weakens against the USD, you
will need to pay more to acquire the same
amount in AED.
Monitoring exchange rates or using currency
hedging tools can help mitigate potential
losses.

2. Using a Currency Exchange Specialist
Instead of using banks, consider working with
foreign exchange (FX) brokers, as they typically
offer better exchange rates and lower fees than
traditional banks.
Many currency transfer services allow investors
to lock in an exchange rate for a future date
(forward contracts), which is helpful in volatile
currency markets.
Some providers offer automated regular
transfers at optimized rates for mortgage
payments, maintenance costs, and other
recurring property expenses.

3. Opening a UAE Bank Account
Having a local bank account in AED makes
transactions, mortgage payments, and
property-related expenses much easier.
Many banks in the UAE allow non-residents to
open an account, though the process and
requirements may vary.
Keeping money in a UAE account helps avoid
unnecessary conversion fees and simplifies
automated payments for utilities and
maintenance fees.

Currency Considerations for Buying Property in the UAE

When purchasing property in the UAE, it is essential to manage currency exchange effectively, especially for
international investors. The UAE dirham (AED) is pegged to the US dollar (USD) at a fixed rate of 1 USD =
3.6725 AED, ensuring a stable exchange environment. However, those transferring funds from currencies
other than the USD should consider the following:

Best Practices for Managing Currency Risks

Monitor exchange rates regularly if purchasing
property in AED from a non-USD currency.
Consider using forward contracts with currency
specialists to lock in a favorable exchange rate.
Open a UAE bank account to avoid excessive
conversion fees and streamline payments.
Compare transfer options to ensure you get the
best rates and lowest fees.
Consult a tax professional to avoid unexpected
tax liabilities when selling or renting out your
UAE property.

By strategically managing foreign exchange and
transfer costs, property buyers can reduce financial
risks and maximize their investment value in the
UAE.

4. Transfer Fees & Costs
International wire transfers can include various
fees, such as intermediary bank charges and
foreign exchange commissions.
Compare costs between your home bank, UAE
banks, and third-party FX providers to ensure
the lowest transfer fees.
Some banks may also charge withdrawal or
deposit fees for international transactions, so
reading the fine print is essential.

5. Tax Considerations in Your Home Country
The UAE has no capital gains tax, no inheritance
tax, and no annual property tax, making it an
attractive destination for investors.
However, some countries tax their residents on
global assets, so you may still be liable for
capital gains tax when selling a UAE property.
Consult a tax expert in your home country to
understand any tax implications related to
property ownership in the UAE.
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Short-Term Rentals (Holiday Homes & Airbnb in
the UAE)

Dubai is one of the world’s most popular tourist
destinations, making it an ideal city for short-term
rentals. Abu Dhabi is also growing in this sector,
particularly for corporate travelers.

Why Choose Short-Term Rentals?
Higher Rental Yields: Holiday lets often
generate 20–30% more income than long-term
rentals.
Flexibility: Owners can use the property for
personal stays while renting it out when vacant.
Strong Tourism Demand: Dubai welcomed over
17 million tourists in 2023, with continued
growth expected.
World-Class Events: Expo City Dubai, Formula 1
in Abu Dhabi, and international conferences
drive high occupancy rates.

Short-Term Rental Licensing & Regulations
In Dubai, landlords must obtain a Holiday
Home Permit from the Dubai Department of
Economy and Tourism (DET) to legally operate
short-term rentals.
The permit is renewable annually and applies to
both individual owners and corporate entities.
A tourism fee (ranging from AED 10-15 per
night) applies to short-term stays.
Some residential buildings and communities
may not allow Airbnb-style rentals, so owners
must check with the building management
(Owners’ Association) before applying for a
permit.

Maximizing Short-Term Rental Income
Use professional photography and compelling
descriptions when listing on Airbnb,
Booking.com, or property rental platforms.
Offer premium amenities like high-speed Wi-Fi,
smart home features, and luxury furnishings.
Personalized guest experiences (e.g., welcome
baskets, concierge services, or guided city
tours) can lead to higher ratings and repeat
bookings.
Partner with a professional property
management company to handle bookings,
guest communication, and maintenance
efficiently.

Letting Your Property

Renting out a property in the UAE can be a highly lucrative investment, whether as a short-term holiday
rental or a long-term lease. The country’s thriving tourism industry, business-friendly environment, and
expatriate-driven demand ensure high occupancy rates and competitive rental yields.
Dubai and Abu Dhabi, in particular, have well-regulated rental markets, making it easy for property owners
to generate consistent income while ensuring their investments are well-maintained. However,
understanding rental laws, licensing requirements, and market trends is essential to maximize your returns.

Long-Term Rentals in the UAE

For property owners who prefer stability over high
turnover, long-term rentals are a great option,
particularly in family-friendly communities and
business districts.

Why Choose Long-Term Rentals?
Consistent income with less management
effort than short-term lets.
Tenants cover utility bills, reducing financial
burdens on landlords.
Lower vacancy risk, as long-term contracts
(typically 1 year or more) offer steady
occupancy.
Legal protections under UAE rental laws ensure
landlord rights are maintained.

Long-Term Rental Regulations & Contracts
In Dubai, all rental agreements must be
registered through Ejari, a government system
ensuring contracts are legally binding.
In Abu Dhabi, tenancy contracts must be
registered with Tawtheeq, the city’s rental
regulatory platform.
Rental increases are governed by the Dubai
Rental Index, ensuring fair pricing based on
market conditions.
Security deposits are usually 5% of the annual
rent (for unfurnished properties) or 10% (for
furnished units).

Maximizing Long-Term Rental Income
Choose high-demand areas near business hubs,
schools, and leisure attractions.
Offer flexible payment terms, as some tenants
prefer monthly or quarterly installments
instead of a lump-sum payment.
Upgrade interiors to make the property more
appealing to corporate tenants and expatriate
families.
Work with a real estate agent or property
management firm to secure quality tenants
and ensure hassle-free lease management.
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Taxes & Fees on Rental Income

One of the biggest benefits of renting out property
in the UAE is the absence of income tax on rental
earnings. However, there are still some costs to
consider:

Dubai Housing Fee: Long-term tenants and
homeowners must pay 5% of the annual rental
value to Dubai Municipality.
Short-Term Rental Tourism Fees: Guests
staying in holiday homes must pay tourism
dirham fees (AED 10–15 per night, depending on
the property type).
Service Charges & Maintenance Fees: These
vary by community and typically range from
AED 10–30 per sq. ft. annually.

For international landlords, it’s important to check
tax obligations in your home country, as some
nations require rental income from overseas
properties to be declared.

Managing Your Rental Property

Whether renting short-term or long-term, hiring a property management company can save time and
effort. Many investors use management firms to handle:
 ✔ Tenant screening & lease agreements
 ✔ Property marketing & advertising
 ✔ Maintenance & repairs
 ✔ Rent collection & legal compliance
 ✔ Guest check-in/check-out services for short-term lets
Property management fees in the UAE typically range from 5% to 10% of the annual rental income for long-
term rentals, while short-term rental management services charge around 15% to 25% per booking.

Key Takeaways for UAE Property Investors

✔ Short-term rentals yield higher income but
require more management.
 ✔ Long-term rentals offer stability and lower
turnover.
 ✔ Licensing & legal compliance is required for
both types of rentals.
 ✔ Property management services can simplify
operations.
 ✔ No rental income tax in the UAE, but some fees
still apply.

Whether you're a first-time investor or expanding
your portfolio, renting out property in the UAE is a
highly profitable venture when managed correctly.
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UAE Residency & Tax Status
Unlike many countries, the UAE does not impose
an official personal income tax on residents.
However, determining your tax residency status is
important for financial planning, especially if you
have international assets or income.
183-Day Rule for Tax Residency

In 2023, the UAE introduced a new tax
residency rule defining individuals as UAE tax
residents if they spend 183 days or more in the
country during a 12-month period.
However, individuals can also be classified as
tax residents after 90 days if they meet certain
conditions, such as having a permanent home
in the UAE or primary economic interests in the
country.
The UAE tax year follows the calendar year
(January – December).

For expatriates, it is essential to consider how
changing tax residency affects obligations in their
home country, particularly in terms of capital gains
tax, pension withdrawals, and double taxation
treaties.

Tax & Financial Planning 

Moving to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) full-time or investing in property means understanding the
country's tax and financial framework, which differs significantly from many Western countries. The UAE is
known for its tax-friendly environment, with no personal income tax, no capital gains tax, and no inheritance
tax. However, proper planning is crucial to ensure compliance with local regulations and to optimize your
financial position, especially for expatriates relocating from countries with stricter tax regimes.

Wealth & Property Taxes in the UAE

One of the biggest advantages of living or
investing in the UAE is the absence of most
traditional property and wealth taxes. However,
some municipality fees, VAT, and other charges
apply:

1.No Wealth Tax
Unlike many European countries, the UAE
does not impose wealth tax on individuals or
their assets, including property,
investments, and savings.

2.No Capital Gains Tax
If you sell a property in the UAE, you do not
have to pay capital gains tax on the profit.
However, if you are a tax resident of another
country, you may be liable for capital gains
tax in your home country.

3.Property Transfer & Registration Fees
While there is no property tax, the UAE does
charge a one-time property transfer fee
when a property changes ownership.
In Dubai, this fee is 4% of the property value,
and in Abu Dhabi, it is 2%.

4.Municipality Housing Fee
Homeowners and tenants in Dubai pay a
housing fee equivalent to 5% of the annual
rental value, included in monthly utility bills.
In Abu Dhabi, only tenants (not owners) pay
a 5% housing fee.

5.Value Added Tax (VAT) in the UAE
The UAE has a 5% VAT applied to goods and
services, including property-related services
like maintenance, brokerage fees, and
management services.
Residential property purchases are exempt
from VAT for first-time sales, but
commercial properties incur a 5% VAT.

UAE Golden Visa & Residency for Investors

The UAE offers long-term residency options for
property investors, allowing them to enjoy the
country’s tax-friendly environment and financial
benefits.
Golden Visa for Property Investors

Property buyers investing AED 2 million or
more in real estate qualify for a 10-year UAE
Golden Visa.
Investors do not need a sponsor and can
include family members in the visa.
The visa allows for long-term residency,
business opportunities, and access to UAE
banking services.

Inheritance & Estate Planning in the UAE

Unlike many Western countries, the UAE follows
Sharia law in the absence of a will, meaning assets
are distributed based on Islamic inheritance rules.
To ensure control over your estate:

Registering a Will in the DIFC Wills Service
Centre allows expatriates to legally dictate asset
distribution.
Non-Muslim residents can choose to apply the
inheritance laws of their home country rather
than Sharia law by registering a will.
No Inheritance Tax: The UAE does not impose
any inheritance or estate taxes on beneficiaries.

Financial Planning for UAE Expats

For expatriates and investors, reviewing financial
structures before moving to or investing in the
UAE is essential. Key considerations include:
✔ International Tax Obligations – Ensure
compliance with your home country’s tax
regulations, especially regarding rental income,
capital gains, and pension withdrawals.
 ✔ Pension & Retirement Planning – The UAE does
not have a state pension system for expatriates, so
setting up private pension plans or offshore
retirement savings is advisable.
 ✔ Banking & Wealth Management – Many UAE
banks offer private banking and offshore
investment solutions for high-net-worth
individuals.
 ✔ Double Taxation Treaties – The UAE has over 130
double taxation agreements with countries
worldwide, helping expatriates avoid being taxed
twice on income earned in the UAE.
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Residency for Property Investors

The UAE offers an Investor Visa (Golden Visa) for
individuals purchasing real estate, making it an
attractive destination for long-term property
investment.
Golden Visa for Property Investors

Available for property buyers who invest AED 2
million or more in real estate.
Valid for 10 years, allowing visa holders to live in
the UAE without a sponsor.
Includes spouses, children, and household staff
under the visa.
No minimum stay requirement.

Visas & Residency 

The UAE is one of the most expat-friendly countries in the world, offering various visa and residency options
to cater to investors, professionals, retirees, and entrepreneurs. Unlike some countries, the UAE does not
provide automatic residency for expatriates, but it does offer long-term visas and residency permits that
grant individuals the right to live, work, or retire in the country.

Entrepreneur & Startup Visas

For business owners and investors looking to
establish or operate a company in the UAE, the
country offers multiple business-friendly visa
options.
Golden Visa for Entrepreneurs

Available to business owners, startup founders,
and high-net-worth individuals.
Requires a business investment of AED 500,000
or approval from an accredited business
incubator in the UAE.
Grants 10-year residency for the entrepreneur
and their family.

Freelance Visa (Self-Employment Visa)
Available to independent professionals,
consultants, and freelancers.
Sponsored through designated UAE free zones
like Dubai Internet City, Abu Dhabi’s twofour54,
and Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone.
Allows full-time freelancers to live and work in
the UAE without a corporate sponsor.

Residency for Retirees

Expats looking to retire in the UAE can apply for a
Retirement Visa, which provides long-term
residency.
Retirement Visa (Dubai & Abu Dhabi)

Available to individuals aged 55 and above.
Requires at least AED 1 million investment in
property, a monthly income of AED 20,000, or
savings of AED 1 million.
Issued for 5 years with the possibility of renewal.
Retirees can also maintain a private health
insurance plan for eligibility.

Residency for Skilled Professionals & Employees

The UAE offers various visa options for
professionals working in business, healthcare,
technology, finance, and other specialized
industries.
Employment Visa

Issued by an employer for expatriates with a
valid work contract.
Sponsored by the company and linked to the
employment contract.
Allows residency in the UAE for 2–3 years,
depending on the contract.

UAE Golden Visa for Professionals
Long-term residency for highly skilled
professionals in fields such as engineering,
medicine, technology, and scientific research.
Requires a minimum salary of AED 30,000 per
month and a recognized degree in their field.
Valid for 10 years, with no employer sponsorship
required.

Remote Work & Digital Nomad Visa

The UAE offers a Remote Work Visa, allowing
digital nomads and remote workers to live in the
UAE while working for an overseas employer.
UAE Virtual Work Visa (Dubai Remote Work Visa)

Valid for 1 year, renewable annually.
Applicants must have a valid employment
contract with a company outside the UAE.
Minimum income requirement: USD 3,500
(AED 12,800) per month.
Provides access to banking services, UAE
healthcare, and rental agreements.

Short-Term Visits & Tourist Visas

For individuals who do not seek residency but wish
to visit for extended periods, the UAE provides
various tourist visa options.
Tourist Visa (30–60 Days)

Available to most nationalities upon arrival or
through pre-application.
Multiple-entry tourist visas valid for 5 years
allow visitors to stay up to 90 days per visit.

Multiple-Entry Long-Term Visa
Available for foreign investors and frequent
travelers.
Valid for 5 years, allowing multiple stays of up to
180 days per visit.

UAE Citizenship & Long-Term Residency

While UAE citizenship is highly restricted, the
government has introduced new policies to allow
select high-net-worth individuals, investors, and
talented professionals to apply for citizenship
through nomination.
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